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House Bill 10-1347 signed by the Governor on May 25th, takes effect on July 1, 2010, and applies to offenses committed on or after that date.  Current law provides penalties for a first offense of driving under the influence (DUI), DUI per se, driving while ability impaired (DWAI), and driving as a habitual user of a controlled substance.  A more restrictive set of penalties exists for any subsequent convictions of those offenses.  HB 1347adjusts the penalties for a second offense and creates a new set of penalties for a third or subsequent offense.    
Senate Bill 10-167, signed by the Governor on May 26th, became effective upon his signature.  SB 167 creates the Colorado Medicaid False Claims Act and thereby implements various audit and review programs, certain investigative, notification and court procedures meant to rein in Medicaid fraud.  Medical services coding errors in Medicaid claims will be the target of an automated, pre-payment review system.  An internal auditor is to be appointed to ensure reduction in payment of duplicate benefits, a long-recognized occurrence and a large factor in the growing Medicaid costs to Colorado.  The bill also requires the Attorney General to file a report with certain legislative committees on false claims.  

Senate Bill 10-184, signed by Governor Ritter on May 27th, provides an interim solution for I-70 congestion in that long-term solutions are decades and billions of dollars in the future.  A feasibility study is currently being completed to determine the viability of reversing the direction of travel on certain lanes of I-70 during certain times through the use of a movable barrier for the portion of I-70 between Floyd Hill and the Eisenhower-Johnson Tunnels.  SB 184 requires that a report be made to the General Assembly no later than January 1, 2011.  

House Bill 10-1275, signed on May 5th and effective upon the Governor’s signature, means private burials of dead human bodies must be recorded with the county clerk and recorder where the burial takes place, and specifies the specific information to be placed in the record within thirty days of the burial.   

Senate Bill 10-171, signed on May 14th, took effect upon the Governor’s signature.  SB 171 requires the Department of Human Services to establish and administer a Child Protection Ombudsman by contracting with a public agency or private nonprofit organization to receive and review complaints, investigate and resolve cases when appropriate, evaluate and make recommendations for the creation of a statewide grievance policy, make recommendations to improve the child welfare system, promote best practices and report to the Governor and the General Assembly.  This one requires significant planning before it ever gets off the ground, and operation of the program is contingent upon the receipt of adequate gifts, grants, or donations.  

Senate Bill 10-193 provides for the safe treatment of pregnant persons in custody, and was signed by the Governor on May 27th.  For some reason, it does not take effect until January 1, 2011, provided no referendum petition is filed.  SB 193 applies to pregnant inmates in the Department of Corrections, private contract prisons, county and municipal jails, and the Department of Human Services facilities under certain circumstances.  Specifically, restraints may not be used during labor and delivery, during postpartum recovery, or during transport to or from a medical facility for childbirth. 
House Bill 10-1352, “possibly” a look into the future which quickly arrived, legislators passed HB 1352 and the Governor signed the bill on May 25th, which takes effect on August 11, 2010 on offenses committed on or after that date, provide no referendum petition is filed.  The final bill sent to the Governor was 23 pages long, and makes a number of changes to offenses related to controlled substances.  As an example of the changes made regarding crimes involving controlled substances, HB 1352 separates the crime of possession of a controlled substance (other than marijuana) from the crime of manufacturing dispensing, selling, distributing or possessing with intent to manufacture, dispense, sell or distribute.  Sale of a controlled substance to a minor is a Class 3 felony and carries a mandatory prison sentence.  

Senate Bill 10-188 was “laid over daily” to May 13th, the day after adjournment, and finally “Deemed Lost.”    SB 188 would have prohibited the imposition of a surcharge for a debit card transaction.  Current law already prohibits a seller or lessor from imposing a surcharge on a holder of a credit card who elects to use the credit card for any sale or lease transaction. 
House Bill 10-1353 was one of those that suffered the demise of laid over until July 31st, (Deemed Lost”) on a party-line vote with three Democrats voting no, and ten Republicans voting yes.  Why is a real mystery considering the savings estimated for the Old Age Pension (OAP) program for Fiscal Year 2010-11, $24.5 million!  The most significant changes HB 1353 proposed was a bar, with some exceptions, to qualified aliens accessing the OAP program for five years after entering the United States, and with some exceptions, would have required that the income and resources of a qualified alien’s sponsor be considered when determining OAP program eligibility.    

Senate Bill 10-152, was signed by the Governor on May 14th, and takes effect September 1, 2010, assuming no referendum petition is filed.  SB 152 was about information relating to a referral of suspected child abuse or neglect by certain mandatory reporters.  Examples of mandatory reporters are personnel such as hospital personnel engaged in admission, care or treatment of children, physicians or surgeons, registered nurses/licensed practical nurses, public or private school officials or employees.  Information provided by mandatory reporters is confidential and cannot be disclosed unless required by law, but mandatory reporters may seek review of a county department handling of a case through the existing conflict resolution procedure.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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